RUSSN-GA.2135
Reading Post-Socialist Russia

T 6:20-8:40						Prof. Eliot Borenstein
On Zoom						Russian & Slavic Studies
							19 University Place, Room 210
Office Hours: 						 
(on Zoom or phone,				(212) 998-8676 (w)     
by appointment)					eb7@nyu.edu											Skype: eliotb2002


Course description: This course examines Russian culture after 1991, through film, fiction, and television, as well as through the growing scholarship on postsocialism.  Particular attention will be paid to the discourses of sexuality, crime, catastrophe, and nostalgia, as well as to the impact of economic and political change on both mass and elite culture.

This course will give graduate students a greater familiarity with the various debates that are unfolding in contemporary scholarship, as well as a deeper understanding of the cultural dynamics of postsocialism in Russia.

Course requirements:  It is essential that you keep up with the reading and viewing assignments and come to class prepared either to make observations or ask questions.  Attendance is, of course, mandatory.  All writing and class discussion will be in English.  

Participation and presentations.  This class will be conducted as a seminar.  Class time will be devoted primarily to discussion, and every student will be responsible for presenting the material and leading discussion once during the semester.  

The final class session will be devoted to student presentations of their research on their final paper. 

Alternative assignments will be made available to anyone for whom in-class participation is a problem. 

NYU Classes and the Internet.  NYU Classes, which is accessible through the "Academics" tab of NYU Home, is an important part of course, facilitating announcements and the distribution of course materials.  

Please keep in mind that, by default,  NYU Classes uses your NYU email account.  Many of you may have other email accounts that you use.  If so, it is a quite simple matter to arrange for your email from one account to be forwarded automatically to the other.  I strongly urge you to do so.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you are receiving official email sent to your NYU account.

Writing Assignments:   Since this is a research seminar, you will be required to write a 20-page research paper, on a topic to be discussed with me in advance.  The paper must have a thesis (an argument), which you will be defending with evidence.

You must turn in a one-page proposal by March 4, and first draft by April 8.  I will also accept additional full or final drafts at any other point in the semester, should anyone wish to submit them. 

The final paper must be turned in on May 10.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Electronic submission of written assignments.  You are welcome to submit hard copies of your short and long papers.  However, I prefer to receive students' papers electronically.  Blackboard has a "digital drop box" feature, but I have not found it to be particularly reliable.  Therefore, please send me your assignments by email, as attachments.  The preferred format is any version of Word (97 or above, any platform)--such documents usually take the ".doc" extension.  Failing that, .rtf files (which can be generated by most word processing programs) are also fine.  I can open most other formats as well, including Word Perfect (.wpd), but this requires some extra effort on my part. Do not sent me .pdf files.  Please feel free to consult with me about file format questions. 

When you submit a paper electronically, please give it a descriptive filename.   I have dozens of students, and if all  of you send me files called "Post-Socialism Assignment" or "Goscilo Paper," this will be confusing and frustrating.  After the first time you make this mistake, I will not accept another paper with an unidentifiable file name.  

The preferred (but not required) format for file names is <Student last name> <Type of assignment> <Assignment number> <Topic >.  Examples:  if Bonnie Tyler has written a second short paper on Robski, the file should be something like "Tyler Short Paper 2 (Robski).doc".  If Eric Roberts has written a midterm paper on Brother, then the file should be something like "Roberts Midterm (Brother).doc". A final paper on Lipovetsky by Scott Baio would be "Baio Final (Lipovetsky).doc".

Finally, please note that I have multiple email accounts.  Please do not send email to more than one account at a time (“cc”); if you do, I will end up with three copies of your message. 

	Final Grade.  Your final grade will be determined as follows:

			Participation & Leading class discussion :	25%
			Class presentation:					20%
			First Draft						20%
			Final paper: 						35%	
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--- “Loved Labours Lost” Russia’s Alien Nations, June 10 2019
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Boym, Svetlana. The Future of Nostalgia. New York: Basic Books, 2001. Introduction, Chapters 1, 6, 8, 9.
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Shevechenko, Olga. Crisis and the Everyday in Postsocialist Moscow. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2008.
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Volkov, Violent Entrepreneurs. The Use of Force in the Making of Russian Capitalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002. Chapters 1-3.  
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Balabanov, Alexei (dir.) Brother 
Balabanov, Alexei (dir.) Cargo-200 (2008) 
Balabanov, Alexei (dir.) Dead Man’s Bluff
Bekmambetov, Timur (dir.) Night Watch (2008) 
Lungin, Pavel (dir.) Tycoon. (2002)
Pozdorovkin, Maxim (dir.)Pussy Riot—A Punk Prayer (2013)





CLASS SCHEDULE
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February 2 (T) Introduction

February 9 (T)  Post-Socialism:  
			Theorizing the Ad Hoc
	For Today: 
	 Read Verdery (Intro, Chapters 1) (3-38)
 Read Collier (Chapter 1)
	 Read Rogers, ”Postsocialism Unbound”
	 Read Muller, “Goodbye, Postsocialism”
	
February 16 (T) It's the Economy: Money, Labor, Consumption 
	 For Today: 
             Read Ledeneva Chs 1-4
 Read Patico Ch 1 & 2
 Read Collier, Chs 6-7
             Watch Tycoon

February 23 (T) New Russians and Conspicuous Consumption 
	For Today: 
             Read Goscilo, “Introduction” 
 Read Balzer, “Routinization”
 Read Graham, “Wages”
  Read Lipovetsky, “New Russians”
 Read Humphrey, Ch. 9
 Read Borenstein, “Loved Labours Lost;” “Jokes and the New Russian Body;” “Raspberry Jackets of the Rich and Loathsome;” “Bad Taste Revisited
             Watch Dead Man’s Bluff

March 2 (T) The Russia We Have Lost: Nostalgia
	For Today: 
	 Read Boym, The Future of Nostalgia, (Introduction, Chapter 1, Chapter 6, Chapter 8, Chapter 9)
	✪ Read Oushakine "We're Nostalgic" 
	✪ Read Oushakine (Chapter 2)
	 Watch Cargo-200

March 4 (Th) Paper Proposal Due 

March 9 (T) The Discourse of Crisis 
	For Today: 
	 Read Shevechenko
	 Watch Night Watch



March 16 (T) Violent Crime for
		Fun and Profit
	 Read Humphrey (Chapter 5)
	 Read Volkov (Chapters 1-3)
 Read Borenstein, Overkill (Chapters 5-7)
 Read Matich, “Mobsters Gravestones”
	 Watch Brother

March 23 (T) Sex and Its 				Metaphors
    ▼ For Today: 	
		✪ Read Goscilo, “New Members”
		✪ Read Baer Chapters 1 & 2
		 Read Healey, “Active, Passive”
		✪ Read Borenstein, Overkill Chapters 1-3

March 30  (T) Russian and Other Ideas
	▼ For Today: 	
	✪ Read Lipovetsky, “Post-Sots”
	✪ Read Bassin, “Nurture Is Nature”
	 Read Laruelle (Introduction, Chapter 2, Chapter 4, Conclusion)
	✪ Read Clowes (Introduction, Chapter 2, Chapter 6)

April 6 (T) Putin & Putinism
	For Today: 
	 Read Gabowtisch (Chapters 1 & 2)
 	✪ Read Cassiday and Johnson, “A Personality Cult”
	 Read Mikhailova, “Putin as the Father”
	 Read Gorham, “Putin’s Language”
	 Read Ryazanova-Clark “The Discourse of Spectacle”
	 Read Goscilo “Putin’s Performance of Masculinity” 

April 8 (Th) First Draft of Paper Due 

April 13 (T) Memes and the Internet
 Read Howanitz, “Metro 2033”
✪ Read Rosen, www.snob.ru
✪ Read Strukov, “Possessive and
✪ Read Wiggins, “Crimea a River”
✪ Read Denisova, Chapter 5
✪ Read Borenstein, “Borders Unpatrolled”



April 20  (T) Pussy Riot
	For Today:
	 Read Bernstein, “An Inadvertent Sacrifice.”
	 Read Borenstein, Pussy Riot  Chapters 5-8, 10
	 Read McMichael, “Defining Pussy Riot Musically”
	 Read Strukov, “Pussy Riot”
	 Read Voronina, “Pussy Riot’s Punk Prayer”
	 Watch Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer
FINAL PAPER DUE






April 27 (T) Ukraine
Readings TBA

May 4  (T) Presentations

May 10 (M) Final Paper Due 
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